
Professional growth and advancement at university research centres



Why are you here?

• You want to change jobs
• Interested in research centres
• Career pathways and advancement
• Assess your current skillset
• Build new skills
• Move sideways from academia
• Move sideways from professional role



Charlotte Hurry
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What are the positives?

• Interesting research
• Part of something important
• Variety of work
• Autonomy
• Flexibility
• Room for professional development and 

innovation
• Upskill



• Academic Centre of Cyber Security Excellence
• Australia-China Centre For Maritime Engineering 

(ACCME)
• Australia-US Multidisciplinary University Research 

Initiative (AUSMURI) on Neuro-Autonomy
• ARC Dairy Innovation Hub
• ARC Digital Bioprocess Development Hub
• ARC Training Centre for Advanced Manufacturing of 

Prefabricated Housing
• ARC Training Centre in Cognitive Computing for Medical 

Technologies
• ARC Training Centre for Medical Implant Technologies
• Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital Ethics
• Centre for Disaster Management and Public Safety
• Centre for Spatial Data Infrastructures and Land 

Administration
• Cloud Computing and Distributed Systems (CLOUDS) 

Laboratory
• Defence Science Institute

• ARC CoE for Climate Extremes
• ARC CoE for Dark Matter Particle Physics
• ARC CoE for Exciton Science
• ARC CoE for Mathematical and Statistical Frontiers
• ARC CoE for Particle Physics at the Terascale
• ARC CoE for Quantum Computation and Communication 

Technology
• Centre for Artificial Intelligence and Digital EthicsCentre of 

Excellence for Biosecurity Risk Analysis
• Melbourne Centre for Data Science
• Centre for Anthropogenic Pollution Impact and Management
• Australian Centre for Advanced Photovoltaics (ACAP)

Hundreds of research 
centres at UoM



Types of research 
centres

Many research centres are of 
international standing and 
Cooperative Research Centres 
(CRCs) that represent joint 
ventures between universities, 
industry and government bodies 
in Australia.

• ARC Centres of Excellence

• ARC Industrial Transformation 
Training Centres

• Research Institutes



What do we do in 
research centres?



Governance



PhD & ECA 
SUPPORT



WEBSITE 
UPDATES



OUTREACH



TRAINING



BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT



FINANCES



ADMIN





Centre 
Manager 

Role! 

Is It For You?

•Generalist
•Autonomy
• Self-starter
• Self-confidence



UGRD



PhD



Jobs



What next
• Research the research centres

• Ask for position descriptions

• Find a mentor

• Upskill 

• TrainMe,

• LinkedIn Learning, 

• say yes to an opportunity

• Don’t worry about the KSC

• Start at an entry level role

• Be confident in your abilities

What next?



What next

Questions?


